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The Superiority of the Promise to the Law

Galatians 3:15-29
Introduction:

I.   The Law is Not Part of the Promise – 3:15-18
A. The Illustration – 3:15

“Brethren, I speak in the manner of men: ﻿﻿Though it is only a man’s covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it.”
The Judaizers were teaching that the Law changed the promise by adding works to it.
One of the best methods for teaching is to go from the known to the unknown. In covenants of men, if it is confirmed, no one changes it but the parties who made it. They would cut an animal in two pieces. Then they would walk between the pieces reciting the terms of the covenant. Only they could change the covenant. 
B. The Explanation – 3:16
“Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as of many, but as of ﻿﻿one, ﻿﻿“And to your Seed,” who is ﻿﻿Christ. 

The stress on “seed” not “seeds” is to remind the readers that the faithful in Israel had always recognized that the blessing would ultimately come through a single individual, the Messiah (3.19).
The first verse in the N.T. makes that point: The book of the ﻿﻿genealogy ﻿﻿of Jesus Christ, ﻿﻿the Son of David, ﻿﻿the Son of Abraham.
The promise was made to Abraham. 
1. God Told Him - Genesis 12:3
There were no requirements placed upon Abraham.
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Genesis 12:1-3 
3)  Blessing – [Mosaic Covenant—Exodus 19-20]
New Covenant—Jeremiah 31 & Hebrews 8                        
2. Abraham Asked for Confirmation – Genesis 15:8
Heifer – goat – Ram/ dove-pigeon
God put Abram into a deep sleep. Abram could hear what God was saying. It was probably like a vision.

A Smoking Furnace and a Burning Lamp passed through the pieces. The covenant was confirmed between God and Abram’s Seed (v.16), Jesus Christ.
What was Abram doing? - Taking a nap. He could not be a party to the covenant! That means that the Abrahamic covenant was unconditional.
C. The Application – 3:17-18

1. The Law Came too Late – 3:17
“And this I say, that the law, ﻿﻿which was four hundred and thirty years later, cannot annul the covenant that was confirmed before by God ﻿﻿in Christ, ﻿﻿that it should make the promise of no effect.”

The Law was not a party in the Abrahamic Covenant. It came along 430 years later.
2.  The Law Contradicted the Promise – 3:18
“For if ﻿﻿the inheritance is of the law, ﻿﻿it is no longer of promise; but God gave it to Abraham by promise.”
The Abrahamic Covenant was unconditional. No requirements from man to participate in it. The Law is conditional.

The Law said: “Do this and you will be blessed.”
The Promise says: “You have been blessed, do this.”
Conclusion: the Law cannot, did not and will not change the promise. Just as Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness (Gen. 15:6), so also anyone in any age who believes God has the assurance that God accepts him on the basis of that faith. An indignant Judaizer was sure to respond with objections to Paul’s insistence that the Law: 
· Could not give the Holy Spirit (vv. 1-5); 
· Could not bring justification (vv. 6-9); 
· Could not alter the permanence of faith (vv. 15-18); but does bring a curse (vv. 10-12).
 
II. The Law is Not on a Par with the Promise – 3:19-20
A. The Law Came because of Disobedience – 3:19a
(The Promise Came because of Obedience) 
“What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions,”
The Law was given as a means of checking sin. It served as a restrainer of sins by showing them that transgressing God’s Law would bring God’s wrath.
B. The Law is Temporary; the Promise is Permanent – 3:19b
“till the ﻿﻿Seed should come to whom the promise was made;”
The Law, the entire Law, was given only until the Seed, to whom the promise was given (v.16), should come.
C. The Law Required a Mediator; The Promise has None – 3:19c - 20

1. The Law had a Mediator – 3:19c
“and it was ﻿﻿appointed through angels by the hand ﻿﻿of a mediator.”
Some see two mediators here: the angels as mediators from God and Moses as mediator to the people. In any case, the Law was not a direct revelation as the Promise was.
2.  The Promise has No Mediator – 3:20
“Now a mediator does not mediate for one only, ﻿﻿but God is one.”
There is no mediator because God is one. Remember that the two persons walking through the slain animals were the Father and the Son, one God. In effect they were saying, “this is what we will do.”
III. The Law Had a Purpose in the Promise – 3:21-25
A. The Law was Given to Demonstrate Man’s Weakness – 3:21
“Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! {μὴ γένοιτο} For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law.”
If God had given man a part in salvation, man could not have performed it.
 “And ﻿﻿you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, …  and ﻿﻿were by nature children of wrath.” - Ephesians 2.1
B. The Law was Given to Display Man’s Sinfulness – 3:22a
“But the Scripture has confined ﻿﻿all under sin,”
The whole world is trapped under the dominion of sin. (Romans 3:9) For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that ﻿﻿they are all under sin. 

“for ﻿﻿all {have} sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (see also 5:12)
This is not saying that “all have committed sin.” It is saying that, “all sinned in Adam” Then he adds that all continually fall short of God’s standard – His glory. That is personal sin. You are not a sinner because you sin. You sin because you are a sinner.  The Law displayed that.
C. The Law Was Given To Drive Man to Christ – 3:22b-25


“that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.”
Knowing that we are sinners, we are now in a place to receive salvation by believing – just as Abraham did. He believed God: God counted that as righteousness. - Genesis 15:6.
Abraham was declared Righteous by faith; so are we! What do we have to do to be saved?  Believe, or else throw away the Gospel of John. And that is the only way anyone can be saved and we are driven to that conclusion by the Law.
IV. The Law’s Prospects were Inferior to the Promise – 3:26-29
The Prospects of the promise are:
A. Higher – 3:26
“For you ﻿﻿are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”
Under the Law we {Israelites} were children. Now we are all Sons of God. They were in the household of Israel, now they are in God’s elite group, which reaches to the throne of God.
“Sons of God” implies inheritance -- Paul uses that term in two ways:
1] Passive inheritance, which is possessed by all believers. - It includes eternal life, entrance into the Kingdom, justification, son ship, etc.
2] Active inheritance, which is possessed by faithful believers. - It includes rulership with Christ and all the privileges that go with it.
Paul uses the former in Galatians except in 5:19-20 and possibly 6:7-9.
B. Deeper – 3:27
“For ﻿﻿as many of you as were baptized into Christ ﻿﻿have put on Christ.”
Baptism here is certainly Spirit Baptism. We do not enter the church, the family of God by water baptism, - I Cor. 12:13.
This relationship is deeper than any other relationship. Jesus said, “Here are my mother and brothers”- Matt. 12:49.
C. Wider – 3:28

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, ﻿﻿there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all ﻿﻿one in Christ Jesus.”
No national differences: Jew/Greek They remain Jew and Greek, but they have no special place with God.
No social differences: bond or free. Both slave and owner are on the same level. (Phile)
No sexual differences: Male or female. Males are regarded no higher than females.
Just as the ground is level when you come to Christ, just so the ground remains level in the church.
I Cor. 4:7

“For who ﻿﻿makes you differ from another? And ﻿﻿what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?”
D. Longer – 3:29

“And ﻿﻿if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s ﻿﻿seed, and ﻿﻿heirs according to the promise.”
All who are of faith belong to Christ. All who belong to Christ are Abraham’s seed. They are also heirs according to the promise. This again refers to passive inheritance. We have been granted the adoption as sons.4:5; Ephesians1:14.
Conclusion
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